Sudden cardiac arrest in an intubated premature infant with cerebellar and brainstem injury: is there a link?
The ventilated premature infant frequently exhibits unprovoked desaturation episodes accompanied by bradycardia. In most instances, these episodes are short-lived and recover spontaneously or with minimal interventions. However, in some infants these episodes may be more profound and require substantial interventions to restore cardiorespiratory status. Here we present the case of a ventilated premature infant who had experienced prolonged, multiple daily desaturation episodes accompanied by bradycardia that required significant interventions. Postoperatively, after placement of a tracheotomy and despite a patent airway, the infant developed acute bradycardia that progressed rapidly to sudden death. At autopsy, significant cerebellar and brainstem injury was noted. We hypothesize that the specific cerebellum and brainstem injury may have contributed to autonomic dysfunction and sudden death.